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HOW TO GET TO HEAVEN FROM SCOTLAND
 A Scots lady was testing children in her Glasgow Sunday School class to see if they understood the concept of getting into heaven. She asked them “If I sold my house and my car, had a big jumble sale and give all my money to the church, would that get me into heaven?” “No!” the children answered. “If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, would that get me into heave Again, the answer was “No!” By now I was starting to smile. “Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children and loved my husband, would that get me into heaven?” Again, they all answered “No!” I was just bursting with pride for them. I continued, “Then how can I get into heaven?”  A six year old boy shouted,  “Yuv got tae be deid!”  Kinda brings a wee tear tae yir eye….!
 
 Submitted by Betty  from www.parishwindow.co.uk    

HOW TO GET TO HEAVEN FROM SCOTLAND
A Scots lady was testing children in her Glasgow Sunday School class to see if they understood the concept of getting into heaven. She asked sold my house and my car, had a big jumble sale and give all my money to the church, would that get me into heaven?” 
“No!” the children answered. 
“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, would that get me into heaven?” 
Again, the answer was “No!” 
By now I was starting to smile. 
“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children and loved my husband, would that get me into heaven?” 
Again, they all answered “No!” 

pride for them. I continued, “Then how can I get 

 

Kinda brings a wee tear tae yir eye….! 

www.parishwindow.co.uk 

HOW TO GET TO HEAVEN FROM SCOTLAND  
A Scots lady was testing children in her Glasgow Sunday School class to see if they understood the concept of getting into heaven. She asked sold my house and my car, had a big jumble sale and give all  

“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept 

“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children 

pride for them. I continued, “Then how can I get 



 The end of an era, and the future   Following lengthy discussions at Vestry meetings and a congregational meeting, and after consultation with, and the approval of, the Diocese, the rectory and hall have been sold and the new owners took possession on Friday 26th August. This date was also significant in that it was the 130th anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone of the church; the rectory was built several years later in 1893. Those of you who visited the Old Newport Exhibition that weekend would have seen a photo of the church before the rectory was built, the only photo we have of that. Incidentally, and somewhat  hard to believe, the church was built on the site of a former bowling green, so presumably it was flat land at that time!! The proceeds of the sale, however, cannot be used for any purpose other than property. These funds are retained by the Diocese, and ring fenced for St Mary’s for the specific purpose of buying a new rectory. So I’m afraid we will not be having a massive party!! Temporary arrangements are now in place for having coffee at the back of the church after the service, as well as a place to hold meetings, and a toilet, which of course is a necessity. Thanks must go to all the willing helpers who emptied the hall and put the temporary arrangements in place. Vestry will now begin discussions and making plans for the future to provide permanent solutions for these arrangements, and in the wider sense to plan for a future incumbency, so please bear with us in the meantime. This all has to be thought through carefully, so it will not happen overnight.  We have also decided that the time has come to remove the tree outside the church because it has grown so large, and we will be applying for permission to do that.  Many of you will remember when it was planted; the idea being that it would be decorated at Christmas time, and Frank remembers being able to put a decoration at the top of the tree without having to resort to scaffolding!  The tree was used for this for a few years, but after one particular year when the lights had to be replaced several times due to theft, this practice was discontinued. No one envisaged that it would eventually grow so tall!!  Betty Evans 
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Ready for the new owners  Try putting a star on this 
now!  
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We thank you generous God for the abundance 
of food and resources you have provided for 
your world. Forgive us for our failure to use 
and distribute these equally across the nations. 
Forgive us for holding on to more than we need 
and through your Holy Spirit guide us into a 
spirit of cheerful generosity. Amen 

Most gracious Father, you open your 
hands and fill all things living with 

plenteousness.  
 As we your children partake of your 

bounty, we pray that we too may be 
open-handed; that we who have so freely 
received may always freely give, for the 
sake of him who gave his belief for us, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ 
 

Frank Colquhoun 
 



 Thinking creatively about our future ministry  The Reverend Diana Hall – Curate of Saint Andrews, St Andrews.   Let me begin by saying hello! Many of you will have met me only once, if at all, when I visited to preside at the Eucharist at St Mary’s the week after Denise retired. But since last November I have been privileged to have a “back of house” role Chairing the Vestry while you are without a Rector.   I wonder why it is that you are part of the community at St Mary’s? There are probably as many answers to that as there are readers of this article! But perhaps everyone can look back with gratitude to significant times spent here, whether it was the celebration of a happy event such as a baptism or a wedding, or the growth of friendships as you became part of the congregation. Perhaps for some – as for me - it’s the experience of the beauty and tranquility of the St Mary’s building, and the haven of peace and tranquility it offers that draws us here. After all, St Mary’s has a rich past, is a beautiful building and has been a place of worship and witness in Newport for almost 130 years (more than that if we count from the establishment of the congregation in 1883 rather than the completion of the building in 1887). All in all, there is much to celebrate about this little community!   As you know, congregations in the Scottish Episcopal Church are self-supporting. The income required to sustain and grow the work of sharing God’s love in our local community, whether by maintaining the church building, providing for clergy to minister there, or enabling new initiatives to be undertaken, comes solely from the congregation’s own generous giving. And in common with many other churches, the congregation of St Mary’s is smaller than it once was, and the cost of living is higher.   In recognition of the changing needs and demands of our context here in Newport, the Vestry has recently, with the support of the Diocese, sold the Rectory and Hall, which were beyond our means to sustain. This opens us new possibilities for the congregation to think creatively about the sort of ministry God is calling us to in Newport for the future, to plan for and implement new ideas, and to discern the person God might call to lead us in that mission and minister among us. Over the next few months the Vestry will be working hard, with your help, at discerning God’s leading. As a congregation, then, we are at an exciting and important crossroads.    



 Part of the Vestry’s responsibility in this is to consider the financial wellbeing of the congregation, and it is here that we have a challenge to face. In the last three accounting years, the number of people giving regularly to the church has fallen from 26 to 18. Over the same period, our total annual income has fallen from £39,503 (in 2013/14) to £26,842 (to date in 2105/16, figures as at 2 weeks before the year end).  These figures include all sources of income, including investment income and Gift Aid as well as regular giving.   What is clear from the figures is that, after a year in vacancy, having not had to meet the expenses associated with a Rector (stipend, Council Tax, telephone, etc.), while we do have a small surplus this year, it is much smaller than we would have hoped for. And so we need to consider our financial position.   Let me say straight away that of course, our life together is not all about money! God gives us many and varied gifts that we can use for the benefit of the community. Many of you are involved in serving both the church and the wider community in diverse ways, and that is incredibly valuable. However sometimes we also need – however little we may like it - to talk about money. This is one of those times.  If we look to Scripture for guidance about giving, we find that it teaches that the fair way for Christians to give is to do so proportionately. Each of us should give according to our means as a fraction or percentage of our regular income, whether that is take-home pay or a pension. Proportionate giving is fair to everybody, whether employed, unemployed or on a pension.   The Bible teaches “tithing” of income – that is, 10%, or 10 pence in the pound, and some congregations follow that principle. While this is a guiding principle, giving is not simply a matter of discharging duty and of rule-following. Nor should it be something we do out of guilt, or when we simply cannot manage it. Instead, giving is part of how we worship the God who creates, sustains and redeems us. In the offertory prayer in the Liturgy we recognize that “all things come from you, and of your own do we give to you”. Giving is a response to God’s love. More than that, St Paul teaches us that God loves a cheerful giver!  It’s not something to be done under compulsion or grudgingly (2 Corinthians 9:7). Rather, we’re invited to give joyfully and freely in response to God’s generosity to us.    



 As the Vestry and the whole congregation considers God’s will for the future shape of mission and ministry at St Mary’s, this is an opportune moment to ask that we each prayerfully consider our own giving to the congregation, so that the Vestry can consider and plan for the future trusting that the congregation has reviewed its giving so that a sustainable model of ministry can be planned for.  One of the great things about a community giving together is that even small changes by individuals can add up to a significant difference. For example, if each of the congregation’s current regular donors were to increase their giving by just £3 a week – little more than the price of a Sunday newspaper – it would generate an extra £2,800+ over the course of a year. Gift Aid would take that to well over £3,000.  It might be that you are already giving as much as you can, and if that is you, then thank you! Or it might be that you have been giving the same amount for a long time, and you could consider reviewing whether, in real terms, you would be able to increase it even a little. There may also be some people for whom regular financial giving has not been part of your Christian discipleship of worship up until now – and if this is you, can I encourage you to consider whether you could begin giving regularly? Knowing what income can be expected enables the Vestry to plan and budget and makes life very much easier for those responsible for the church’s finances.  Diana Hall    Christ the Redeemer – Rio de Janeiro   The 2016 Olympics and Paralympics have now finished and although I’m sure the next games in Tokyo will be spectacular, it will be difficult to match such a fantastic location as Rio, overseen by the statue of Christ the Redeemer.  Here are some facts about the statue:- - The original idea for a monument to Christ came from a group of Brazilians who, in the wake of World War I, feared an advancing tide of “Godlessness”. They saw the statue as a way of reclaiming Rio for Christianity. - Construction started in 1926 and was completed in 1931 - It stands 98 feet tall and  the outstretched arms span 92 feet  - The artist Carlos Oswald developed the existing design - Christ himself is the cross, his outstretched arms signifying the redemption of mankind at the crucifixion. 



A Little Mixed Up 
Just a line to say I'm living That I'm not among the dead Though I'm getting more forgetful And mixed up in the head.  I've got used to my arthritis To my dentures I'm resigned I can manage my bifocals But oh God, I miss my mind.  For sometimes I can't remember When I stand at the foot of the stairs If I must go up for something Or if I've just come down from there.  And before the refrig, so often My poor mind is filled with doubt Have I just put food away, or Have I come to take some out.  And there are times when it is dark With my nightcap on my head I don't know if I'm retiring Or just getting out of bed.  So if it's my turn to write you There's no need of getting sore I may think that I have written And don't want to be a bore.  So remember I do love you And I wish you were near But now it's nearly mail time So I must say "Goodbye Dear."  There I stood beside the mailbox With a face so very red Instead of mailing you my letter I opened it instead! 

- Author Unknown – submitted by Janet   



 Need to spend a penny or powder your nose? 
 The sale of the rectory and hall has brought the needs of our congregation into sharp focus and as Betty has talked about elsewhere in the magazine, one of the first things Vestry had to consider was the provision of toilet facilities, both temporary and permanent.  Although the toilets in the hall were only used by us a few times each Sunday, it was still considered important that we make alternative arrangements as soon as possible and thanks to Ann’s work, we had a portaloo in place on the day the hall was sold.  

Most of us wouldn't think of our toilets as life-savers. They just make life a bit more comfortable and convenient right? Access to a toilet (at home, at work, out shopping or in a public place) is something we generally take for granted. Toilets are not something that make the news very often! However within the last couple of months I’ve been struck by two stories: one a report about the poor facilities available for people with disabilities with families having to change the person they care for on a cramped and dirty toilet floor. The alternative for these families is to limit outings to a few short hours – or to not go out at all. The other story was less serious but probably very familiar to us ladies who spend the entire interval at the theatre queuing for the toilet! The UK Theatres Trust is handing out grants to improve the standard (and number!) of women’s toilets at theatres across the UK. 
In the UK, regardless of what facilities are available while out and about most people have a bathroom and indoor toilet to come home to. If you try to imagine a life without a toilet, it's much easier to see their importance – imagine the mess, the smell, the germs... let alone the embarrassment. You would imagine that having a simple, private place to go to manage bodily functions in dignity and comfort is the most basic of human rights but did you know that 2.4 billion people (that is 1 in 3 people) don’t have access to a safe toilet and nearly 1 billion people have to “go” in the open? Improved access to safe toilets was one of the 8 Millennium Development Goals agreed by leaders of 189 countries at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000. In 2012, the world met the millennium development goal target to halve the proportion of the population without access to safe drinking water, five years ahead of schedule. But progress on access to toilets has been much slower. The good news is that 2.1 billion people have started using basic toilet but  2.4 billion people still lack access to a safe, private toilet.   



 There is obviously still a huge amount of work to be done and the starkest  statistic relating to these facts is that  every 2 minutes  a child dies of diseases which could be prevented if the 2 million tonnes of human waste which is disposed into water sources every day could be reduced.    Saturday 19th November has been officially designated World Toilet Day by the United Nations. The UN works in collaboration with governments and other stakeholders (including Water Aid – the designated charity for our Harvest service retiral collection) to remind governments about their commitment to providing equal access to toilets. If the inequalities which  threaten the survival, health, dignity, and safety of vulnerable populations is not enough of an incentive, perhaps the economic impact should cause governments to think again.  Around US$260 billion is lost every year because of preventable illnesses linked to a lack of clean water, taps and toilets – that’s nearly double the amount given in overseas development aid. If more was invested in sanitation, people and environments would be healthier, and struggling economies could do better.  Thousands of events will be taking place on World Toilet Day around the globe including fun runs, art exhibitions, training for plumbers, sponsored squats and a see-through public loo sponsored by Domestos. I’m not suggesting that we do any of these activities at St Mary’s (you’ll be glad to hear!), but some kind of extra fundraising might be a good idea. I have downloaded a World Toilet Day quiz which we could all pay to take part in, with the proceeds going to Water Aid? Or, once we do have our new permanent toilet facilities, we could take part in Tear Fund’s toilet twinning scheme and twin them with facilities in a developing country.  I know that next time I use the portaloo currently outside church I certainly won’t be taking it for granted or wishing we had something more deluxe!  More info http://www.worldtoiletday.info/  http://www.toilettwinning.org/  http://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/world-toilet-day-2016   Jean McGuinness 
   



        The Image of God By J.C Welsh  I slaughtered a man, a brother, In the wild, wild fight at Mons, I see yet his eyes of horror I hear yet his cries and groans. We met on the edge of the trenches Where murder in crimson rode And swish went my blade to his stomach I’d slaughtered the image of God.   We never in anger quarrelled We never had met before But someone had dreamed of conquest And we had to buy it with gore. Perhaps he had a wife and children Through whose hope and dreams he strode With the pride of a King in his Empire A heroic image of God.  The cold, cold stars keep blinking The wind makes moaning sighs Men worship me as a hero And laud me to the skies. But I keep on thinking dully Till my heart gets like a clod Of the thrust I made in the trenches Which slaughtered the image of God.  James C. Welsh (1880-1954) was a miner, trade unionist, novelist and Scottish Labour Party politician who served as an MP from 1922 to 1931, and from 1935 to 1945.   Thanks to Janet for submitting this poem.   
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