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SUMMER RAIN TO AUTUMN CHANGE
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his 
disciples “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few, therefore ask 

the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest”.  
[Matt. 9:36-38]

Most people will know by now that I am due to retire (for a second 
time) on 10th September - though quite honestly the word does not 
feature in my vocabulary.  When I ‘retired’ from St John’s Church in 
Jedburgh, where I had been Rector for 8 years, I took a ‘sabbath’ year 
and looked at what next.  I spent 4 months rather aimlessly in South 
Africa but had gone off too quickly after leaving the church and that 
was tough and a period of mourning.  I came back to snow in February 
- most unwise after 40 degrees in Cape Town and started to visit 
bishops in the hope someone might like to use me. - I nearly went to 
Royal Deeside but didn’t get a positive ‘feel’ about the place.  

A good feel about a place is 
important and that was what 
I experienced when I asked 
Ruth if I could come and see 
St Mary’s before I applied - 
and there were two positive 
things about it.  Firstly that 
Ruth and Hugh kindly 
invited me to supper before 
I drove back to the Borders 
and I also met Alan and Bev 
Dobson -  that was a great gift 
of hospitality and scored high points!  I also loved the ‘feel’ of St 
Mary’s, it felt prayed in and a sense of the ‘Other’ - the numinous (and 
I know Bishop David has said this).  So I applied and the rest has been 
history as one might say!  
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It was a good decision and made 
partly because I thought, after 
my experience in the Borders, 
there would be no financial or 
property worries.  I should have 
left after 3 years before the 
property started be a massive 
worry - more elsewhere about 
this.  

However, I am very sorry to be 
leaving and I rather think I 
probably wouldn’t be had it not 
been for the Canons (rules) of the 
Church and the fact that I have 
gone beyond the Canonical 
retirement age - though Bishop 
David has given me the 
permitted extensions.  Once upon 
a time incumbents could stay in 
post until they died but that was 
changed some decades ago to a 
set retirement age of (I think) 68, 
then a few years ago this was 
changed to 70 with the 
possibility of up to 73 with 

permission from the bishop and 
with annual renewal.  The law in 
the UK now allows people to 
remain in their jobs regardless of 
age and as long as they are 
competent, and ACAS states that 
if the employee decides they do 
not wish to retire, for whatever 
reason, then the employer cannot 
compulsorily retire them, as this 
would leave the employer open 
to a complaint of unfair 
dismissal, so presumably the 
Church will have to revisit this 
and extend the age limit - 
perhaps even to 75.  Of course it 
does not mean one stops being a 
Priest as that is until death 
(maybe beyond for all we know - 
unto the order of Melchizedeck! - 
Ps 110.4). So I trust that the 
Bishop will give me a warrant to 
continue in priestly ministry 
somewhere.

Thus another chapter in my book 
of life - and I will have to ‘let go 
and let God’ as ‘one more step 
along the world I go’ (Sydney 
Carter hymn)

[\
Now what of this church  - 
looking at the quote from St 
Matthew above I am certainly 
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not implying that the little flock 
of St Mary’s is going to be 
harassed and helpless as soon as 
I depart - but you will be entering 
an interregnum and though I 
have been here nearly six years - 
for some it feels as if they have 
only just had an interregnum 
which lasted about three years.   
Interregna can always feel 
daunting but it can be a time for 
exploration and renewal rather 
than stagnation waiting for 
someone else to turn up to take 
over!   

However, the labourers are very 
few and inevitably it falls to the 
same members of the 
congregation to do most of the 
work, but as I said in a recent 
sermon no ONE person must feel 
that he or she has to do 
everything and that the work 
involved should be shared, for it 
is quite possible even if house 
bound that there is something 
you can do.  One of the 
important things, of course, is to 
pray.  Not telling God what you 
want but asking for guidance and 
a right judgement in all things.  
Elsewhere in the magazine I will 
put the prayer that I have 
suggested is said by everyone 

during this time ahead and 
particularly on Sundays. 

Recently we have been reading 
the epistle to the Ephesians, the 
texts proving useful at this time 
of change.  There is a wonderful 
passage in which you get the 
sense of glory, or worship – of 
presence – ‘that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith as 
you are being rooted and 
grounded in love’.

This is profoundly important for 
this Church.  Why do any of you 
come to St Mary’s in particular?  
After all there are people living 
in Newport, Wormit and Tayport 
who cross the river and go to the 
Cathedral.  Why do some come 
from Tayport when there is a 
Piskie Church there, or from 
Dunbog when Cupar is probably 
nearer?  I don’t know but 
perhaps it has something to do 
with this sense of the numinous 
that draws. But perhaps it is 
something else – and that small 
is good, that though this is a very 
small church, with a very small 
congregation it is cohesive  - it 
has stuck together through many 
difficult times and people have 
not scattered.  It has, importantly, 
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that sense of community – that 
worshipping 
t o g e t h e r , 
receiving the 
Body of 
C h r i s t 
together, that 
keeps you 
whole and, I 
trust, keeps 
you holy.  
[Eph 3:14-21]

The following week we had the 
first six verses of chapter 4 and I 
suggested in my sermon that God 
has given many diverse gifts as 
St Paul says - some will be 
apostles, i.e. those who are sent 
out; some prophets, that is those 
who speak out about injustice 
and what is wrong - amongst a 
lot of other things; some 
evangelists  - well not sure about 
that - though some of you might 
feel you could preach a good 
sermon!  Some pastors – and is 
there any one of you who would 
like to visit people in the Care 
Homes, even continue the hymn 
singing there which I have been 
doing over the years – arrange a 
Harvest festival or the Christmas 
Carol Service?  That would be a 
great gift that you could offer!

The Holy Spirit pours out gifts 
upon God’s people – and surely 
“equips the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to maturity”.  Do heed 
those words and take them very 
seriously!  [Eph  4:1-6]

A fascinating book Altogether 
Gift by Michael Downey – is 
about Trinitarian Spirituality.  
And he writes most interestingly 
on the Giver, the Given and the 
Gift.  He reminds us that the 
whole of creation exists to a 
greater or lesser degree in the life 
of God – he writes -  “Every 
living thing participates in some 
measure in God’s being”.  
“Everything that is, reaches its 
destiny by existing toward and 
for the praise of God’s glory.  
God’s plan is not just for the 
salvation of human kind, but also 
for the salvation of the whole 
world!” [p 76-77]

And that is what coming to 
church is about - to worship 
together in community in praise 
and thanksgiving, glorifying 
God.  We have recently been 
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experimenting with different 
‘Glorias’ - having over several 
years used the Peruvian Gloria 
for festivals and the Evans 
setting for the rest of the year 
(except Advent and Lent, of 
course). However, people were 
tiring of the Evans setting and it 
is difficult for visitors to sing, so 
we have tried the Ash Grove 
Gloria and the Westering Home 
Gloria. I understand the 

e m o t i o n a l 
attachment for 
Scots to the 
t u n e o f 
W e s t e r i n g 
Home but 
theologically 
the Ash Grove 
version does 

have more meat in it - the only 
snag I find is the tune continues 
to rush around my head for days 
afterwards. Maybe if that brings 
me to glorify God more that is no 
bad thing!  

So drawing all this together it 
brings me back to community 
and sharing in Christ’s Body, the 
bread of life in community.  For 
the Holy Trinity is community 
and we are drawn into the 
community by sharing our lives 

together as Christians, as the 
anointed ones and followers of 
Christ.  St Mary’s will hold 
together in faith, hope and trust 
and you will survive I have no 
doubt – let Christ take you, 
maybe do a bit of breaking, but 
there will be a lot of blessing and 
giving - and you will continue to 
b e t h e 
Euchar i s t i c 
people of St 
Mary’s – 
keeping alive 
the sense of 
prayer, the 
sense of the 
peace and the sense of beauty in 
the place.  

And a final thought from Michael 
Downey  

“Prayer describes the movement 
of the human heart toward ever 
fuller participation in the life of 
God. Prayer is the response of 
one’s whole person – the whole 
of oneself – to God’s initiative as 
this is experienced in one’s own 
life, in the life of one’s people, 
and in the creative, saving, 
sanctifying activity of God, 
Father, Son, Spirit, in the grand 
economy of salvation”. [p123]
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Wet Summer 
The so called summer in Scotland has been dreadful - except for the 
odd day here or there - all the fault of the jet stream apparently 
hogging the centre of England.  One gloomy person said to me the 
other day if it stays there we are in for a very harsh winter.  I shall feel 
for you when I hope to be in South Africa in their summer and 
autumn.  

So may God be with you as you continue your journey here at St 
Mary’s and thank you so much for putting up with me -  I have loved 
being with you.  

Denise

BOOK REVIEW

For those of you who have some interest in domestic life in early 
modern women's lives - MAIDS, WIVES WIDOWS is a recent 
publication exploring this aspect from 1540 - 1740.

The author, Dr. Sara Read, is a Lecturer in English at Loughborough 
University, and her particular interest is in the female body in 
literature and has published widely in this field.  The book uncovers 
details of how women filled their days, what they liked to eat and 
drink, what jobs they held, and how they raised their children. With 
chapters devoted to beauty regimes, fashion, and literature, the book 
also examines the cultural as well as the domestic aspect of their lives.

Published by Pen and Sword books, it has slightly smaller printing, 
but overall the book describes the experiences of women over a two 
hundred year period noting the changes and continuities of daily life 
during this era.

Frances Headley
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Alnmouth Pilgrimage and Retreat 
29 June -3 July.

3 members of St Mary’s describe their experience of pilgrimage and retreat 

This year’s retreat took place on 
the Franciscan Friary at Alnmouth 
from 29th June to 3rd July. We 
drove down in two cars, which then 
had their own retreat sitting in front 
of the Friary until we left on the 
Friday morning.  Doreen and I 
arrived in time for tea with Betty 
and Denise arriving later.  The 
Friary was in a large Edwardian 
house set on the hilltop above the 
village and had wonderful views 
south over the beach and river 
mouth.  The building was rather 
labyrinth-like, with two staircases 
and interlinking rooms so that it 
took us several days to find our way 
round it - from our bedrooms to the 
refectory and to the chapel.  It was 
surrounded by lovely mature 
gardens with statues and sayings set 
in and amongst the trees and flower 
beds. The food was simple but good 
- the main meal of the day was 
lunch, cooked by a different brother 
each day, beautifully cooked and 
plentiful.  Supper consisted of soup 

and bread or even beans on toast 
one night! I also noted that the 
brothers were fans of Marmite, with 
many jars on the table (plus jam and 
peanut butter)!

The friars have a set monastic 
routine starting with prayers at 7.00 
and working through the day with 
meals, services and finally silence in 
the evening after Compline at 9.00 
pm, we were encouraged to take 
part in as much of it as we could - 
though I have to say that, for me, 
anything before 8.00 am didn’t get 
done much of a chance!  

Denise had taken St Francis’ 
Canticle of the Sun as the main 
theme and contemplation text of our 
retreat and she gave us two talks on 
our retreat text fitting them into the 
Friary routine after breakfast and 
supper each day.  So after breakfast 
we met in the guest common room 
for a brief talk and explanation of 
part of the Canticle and then we 
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were free to do our own thing for 
the rest of the day, walking, sitting 
and knitting and taking part in the 
monastic routine.  Similarly we met 
in the evening for the second talk 
after supper.

Midday prayer and Mass took place 
at 12.00 and it was interesting to 
have services with no sermon, the 
saying of psalms back and forth 
across the chapel and hymns sung 
with no musical accompaniment – 
this seemed to make the services 
and prayers more calm and 
contemplative.  Two of the days we 
were there were saints days, on 
these days the brothers’ service 
involved chanting and lots of 
incense – over the time of the 
service the air became quite hazy 
with the smoke of the incense 
wafting across the chapel.  On 
Thursday there was a Benediction 
service after evening prayer - a quiet 
contemplation of the Host, that was 
held in a small chapel reaching out 
from the main house and looking 
the sea and beach.  I’m afraid to say 
that some of the time my thoughts 
went back to the day before when 

there had been the most amazing 
thunderstorm with loud multiple 
cracks of thunder, flashes of 
lightening and a downpour – it 
would have been quite a distraction 
if it had happened during the 
Benediction as there would have 
been a grandstand view from the 
chapel.  Luckily none of us were 
caught out in it – apart from Denise 
who was out in it for a few minutes 
as she raced back to the Friary at the 
end of her walk.

We were very lucky in that we had 
some amazing sunny and warm 
weather so most of the time we 
(separately) went for walks along 
the sandy beach or to local 
landmarks – there was an excellent 
booklet that had maps and gave 
descriptions of a number of walks in 
and around Alnmouth.  One walk 
was to the cross set on a small hill 
across the River Aln.  This hill used 
to be connected to the village until a 
great storm in 1806 changed the 
course of the river cutting though 
the hill and washing away the 
church and churchyard that had 
stood on the top. 
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The cross marked the site of the Synod of Twyford in 684AD, when they 
decided to ask St Cuthbert to be bishop of Lindisfarne – the scene was 
described by Bede in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People.  To 
get to the cross today meant a pleasant 5 
mile walk round by the bridge past 
waders, herons and other birds. 
Another walk took you to the village 
of Lesbury and its village church set 
in a raised graveyard – very tranquil 
building of 12th century date with an 
offset chancel - on the way back I 
walked along the river bank and then 
passed though a wildflower field, a 
mass of poppies and other flowers.  Walking along the beach below the 
Friary was very pleasant, paddling in the sea, looking for sea shells (I found 
several cowrie shells) and studying the local geology.  Along the walks there 
were many spots were you could stop and contemplate and the weather (hot 
and sunny) encouraged that.

I found the whole experience relaxing (especially once I’d worked out how 
far I could walk and still be back in time for services and meals) and St 
Francis’ Canticle of the Sun as our text for the week fitted so well. We were 
in a Franciscan Friary (which was why Denise had chosen it!) but the 
weather and countryside with the sunshine, sea breezes, thunderstorm, 

birdlife and plants seemed to be conspiring to reflect 
the Canticle with it ’s  brother Lord sun, brothers 
wind and rain and sister Mother Earth.   

Jane Campbell
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A Retreat

Recently, four of us from St Mary’s 
went on a retreat to Alnmouth, 
Northumberland. Although, 
accurately speaking, three of us 
were on retreat; Denise, who was 
leading, was technically working.

We were staying at the Anglican 
Franciscan Friary, a very grand 
house with large gardens, built at 
the top of a hill, and dating from the 
early 20th Century. It is home to nine 
brothers of the Society of St Francis. 
The house was originally a private 
house, and we were told that the 
lady who owned it in the 1920s was 
determined that it should be the 
grandest house in Alnmouth.  She 
had to have the best of everything, 
and be first with any new 
innovation. So much so, that when 
electricity was introduced, she had 
the first electric lamp of the village 
installed, not in a place where it 
might be of some use, like the 
library or the sitting room, but 
instead on the corner turn of a large 
marble staircase where there was a 
window overlooking the village, so 
that everyone could see it!

The brothers arrived in the house in 
1961 and their main focus is 
hospitality, providing 

accommodation for retreats as well 
as day visitors. Their lives are 
ordered by their daily routine of 
prayer and worship, starting at 7am 
with Morning Prayer, and ending 
with Compline at 9 pm after which 
silence is observed.  Anyone is 
welcome to join them in their 
worship in the beautiful chapel. 
Meals are taken in the refectory at a 
long table with benches either side – 
made me think of Hogwarts and 
Harry Potter although the table 
wasn’t quite as long as that! Mind 
you, some of Harry Potter was 
filmed at Alnwick Castle, just 4 
miles away!!

Denise led the retreat with short 
addresses, one after breakfast and 
one before supper each day. Her 
theme for the week was The 
Canticle of the Sun, by St Francis of 
Assisi, and we focussed on a 
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particular part of it each day, with Denise giving us ideas to ponder on 
during the day. After the breakfast address we split up and went our separate 
ways to walk, sit, ponder, and enjoy the wonderful weather and scenery that 
Alnmouth had to offer.  We all gathered again in the chapel for the Midday 
Prayer and Mass, and I liked the way that everyone gathered round the altar 
in a semicircle for the Eucharistic Prayer. The singing was led by a cantor, 
and not always the same brother. Such voices these brothers have – who 
needs an organ? I would particularly like to mention Brother Reg, who was 
95, and still had wonderfully firm tenor voice.

After lunch, we separated 
again. This time we could 
have a longer walk as there 
was more time available, 
although there was no 
obligation to go anywhere; 
we had the use of the 
extensive library for quiet 
reading, or a guest common 
room with large windows 
overlooking the bay. The 
gardens also had plenty of 
seats.

The fact that the weather was excellent helped inasmuch as we were able to 
get out and sit quietly while watching the seabirds and the people on the 
beach, while pondering the Cosmic Christ. The local dogs especially loved 
the beach!  We did not escape totally unscathed, however, there were two 
thunderstorms, one of which was violent and immediately overhead (scary!). 
Denise got caught in that one, while crossing a metal bridge, and carrying a 
metal walking pole. I think a few arrow prayers were sent up!!

I, for one, greatly enjoyed my stay – the rest, the quiet time, and the worship 
with the brothers. Bring on the next one!

Betty Evans
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Doreen’s Reflection on Alnmouth Friary

On arrival I found it very peaceful, and  beautiful and lovely gardens.   
Denise gave us some material to read, which gave us some food for thought.  
The sound of sheer silence [Kings 19], which I found very helpful.  I spent 
most of my mornings and afternoons walking in different directions, the 
weather being lovely and warm. [Ps 62] My soul waits in silence.   The 
midday prayer and Mass kept us on our toes, making sure one was on 
the right page, all very interesting.  After a lovely drive there and back 
from Jane, I came home feeling very calm, with plenty to think about 
from my week at Alnmouth.  Delicious meals cooked by the Brothers. 
Lunch and evening was quite a treat, even if they were eaten in 
silence. 

Photos - poppies by Jane, and Chapel and the Cross by Betty. 

Pilgrim Shells 

It is very interesting to read the different versions 
of this Retreat - and it shows how God can talk to 
each one of us in so many different ways.  It is so 
much the Sacrament of the present moment and 
allowing the Silence and to listen with the ears of 
the heart, as St Benedict says.     

I would encourage everyone to consider taking time out in Retreat, even if it 
is only a few hours pondering the Tay, being still and waiting upon God in 
silent, attentive listening.   That is what Jesus commended Mary for when 
Martha was busy in the kitchen!  “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things,  there is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen 
the better part, which will  not be taken away from her.”  [Luke 10.41-41] 

We have already booked into the House of Prayer on Iona for 4 days retreat 
in May next year, which I shall be leading.              DH
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CHURCH PROPERTY

Rectory and Hall
A Quinquennial Survey by Roger Dodd, Chartered Surveyor was 
carried out in October 2012, this was followed by a report from the 
late David Rous, Structural Engineer (18.09.13) showing that in his 
opinion remedial work needed to be done in the Hall because of signs 
of structural movement and fatigue.  Vestry, with the Conveners of the 
Administration Board and Diocesan Buildings Committee (7th March 
2014) agreed that a further Survey should be obtained and Vestry 
asked Roger Dodd to add to his first survey, which previously had 
been difficult to do adequately because of the tenants and all their 
equipment both in the Rectory and the Hall, this was carried out in 
April 2014.

Roger Dodd agreed with the Structural Engineer that further structural 
support in the hall was required.  The flitch beam was sound – part of 
this had been replaced previously because of rot.  It was estimated that 
the cost of upgrading the Rectory would be in the region of £62K.  His 
conclusion was that the building was one with an above average level 
of maintenance requirements, many of which are costly, due to height 
implications and high heating costs etc - [the report is available in the 
Church]. Betty Evans as Treasurer worked through the approximate 
figures suggested by David Rous and Iain Peter and considered that 
the work would be in the region of £100K – including refurbishment 
of the interior of the Rectory. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting was held on 18th May 2014 when 
then it was felt by many that the Rectory should be retained by the 
Church, however, unfortunately there had been a misunderstanding 
about holding this meeting at the time, and no vote should have been 
taken as more information was required by the Diocesan Committees.  
Since that time there have been further meetings with the Diocesan 
Conveners of Admin Board and DBC and we were asked to review the 
whole situation of Church/Rectory/Hall with regard to Mission and 
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Ministry of the Charge.  Some Vestry members have visited various 
churches to see what they have done about meeting space and toilet 
facilities and there are many possibilities regarding these.  We sent a 
detailed report to the Admin Board in April this year setting out our 
findings.    

On Sunday 26th July 2015 there was a meeting with the Congregation 
who were put into the picture regarding the Rectory and Hall and it 
was pointed out that the final decision at Church level lies with the St 
Mary’s Vestry – but this is still part of the continuing process with the 
Standing Committee of the Diocese and the Diocesan Trustees, and of 
course the Bishop.  

If any members of the congregation feel they want to express views or 
ask questions of Vestry they have 4 weeks in which to submit their 
requests in writing to the Vestry Secretary.  These will be reviewed 
and considered by the Vestry alongside all the other documents and 
information they have to hand, the deadline is 23rd August, and the 
following Vestry meeting will be 3rd September (see Resolution 14 of 
Canon 35).

Church:  
Many of  you will be aware of the work which had to be done on the 
central heating earlier this year due to a leak in the pipe which for 
some strange reason when installed many years previously had been 
buried in the ground, the pipe coming from the boiler room into the 
church.  A flyer was put out about this also saying that the Church 
gutters were in a poor state of repair and needed replacement and 
maintenance.  There are various other jobs needed on the roof, such as 
the two vents on the roof need repairing,  [most of this work is set out 
in the Quinquennial report and has to be done]. We are still getting 
quotes and plan to apply for a grant from the Scottish Churches Trust. 
We are very grateful for the donations received for the building fund 
following our appeal which come to £1480 and we should receive gift 
aid on this.         Rector  & Vestry.
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Thinking Anglicans 
http://www.thinkinganglicans.org.uk/archives/cat_scottish_episcopal_church.html

The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church voted to start a 
process that could allow same-sex couples to be married in church. It issued 
this press release.  

Faith and Order Board – Marriage        June 12, 2015

The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church has today voted to 
begin a process for change in relation to its Canon on Marriage. It has 
therefore instructed the Church’s Faith and Order Board to begin the two 
year process which may lead towards canonical change. That change would 
potentially allow the marriage of same gendered couples in Church in late 
2017. The option which Synod voted for states:

Removal of section 1 of Canon 31. This option would remove section 1 from 
Canon 31* in its entirety so that the Canon was silent on the question of a 
doctrine of marriage.

General Synod also decided to add a conscience clause that ensures that no 
cleric would be obliged to solemnise a marriage against their conscience.

Commenting on the decision by General Synod today, The Most Revd David 
Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane and Primus of 
the Scottish Episcopal Church says “Our General Synod has taken two 
important steps forward today. We have decided that we wish to consider 
possible change to our Marriage Canon. We have identified one possible 
expression of that change. This potentially creates a situation in which Same-
Sex marriages could be celebrated in churches of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church. That would also allow our clergy to enter into same-sex marriages. 
It is important to realise that at this point this is an indicative decision only. 
Any change to the Canon will require the normal two year process and two 
thirds majorities will be required. That process will begin at General Synod 
2016 and cannot be complete until General Synod 2017.”
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Canon 31, section 1 states The Doctrine of this Church is that Marriage is 
a physical, spiritual and mystical union of one man and one woman 
created by their mutual consent of heart, mind and will thereto, and is a 
holy and lifelong estate instituted of God.

A vote to instruct the Church’s Faith and Order Board to prepare canonical 
material to enable the registration of Civil Partnerships to be undertaken in 
the Scottish Episcopal Church, failed to pass.  [Bishop David wrote this 
for Herald Scotland before the vote: Why our church is facing the 
challenge of same-sex marriage.]

 

Prayer during the interregnum

God our Father 
the giver of every good gift 

graciously regard the needs of your Church 
and guide with your heavenly wisdom 

the minds of those responsible for choosing 
a Rector for this Charge. 

Send us a faithful pastor to feed your flock 
and to lead us in the way of holiness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen 
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Funerals

DOUGIE MARTIN 20 MARCH 2015

DAVE WILLIAMSON 29 MAY 2015

MARY DUFFEN 29 JUNE 2015

BAPTISM

ALISTAIR MATTHEW 
LEEK

21 JUNE 2015
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WHERE THE BLUEBELLS GROW

Spiders’ webs like lace are spun.
Bedecked with amber dewy pearls,
Glinting in the misty, morning sun, 

As the light of day unfurls.

In a dell where bluebells grow, 
Fox cubs scamper, roll and play, 
Disturbing pheasants as they go, 
Screeching, fleeing from the fray

Beside a copse, the tinkers camp, 
Tent frames made from supple willow. 
Reed matting keeps out cold and damp. 

Heather forms a perfumed pillow. 

Ripples lap the lochan shore, 
Where forget-me-knot and daisy bloom. 

Gulls gather there, by the score. 
Sparrows chirp amongst the broom

Church bells chime across the vale, 
Sounding clear and ringing long, 

And as daylight turns to pale, 
People stroll to evensong.

Stanley C. Gordon
from The Fireside Book

of David Hope 2002



PREVIOUSLY  AT 
THE BRIG

See website for  more!  
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GATHERING AT THE BRIG O TAY
TO CELEBRATE THE

 DIAMOND WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

OF TWO OF OUR MEMBERS
also

FAREWELL TO THE RECTOR

TUESDAY 13TH OCTOBER
6.30 FOR 7 pm

see notices in the Church 
about this event. 



CHURCH OFFICIALS

Rector    Revd Denise Herbert, 43 Bridieswell Gdns, Gauldry   01382 330411
  [until 10th September 2015]
Lay Rep.  Mrs Jean McGuiness, 39 Queen Street, Newport         01382 541734
Alt. Lay Rep  Vacant
Vestry Members
Mr David Brex,   3 Beach Road, Wormit,        01382 782502
Mrs Jane Campbell,   28 Linden Ave Newport                       01382 542343
Mrs Ann Marshall  93 Tay Street, Newport on Tay       01382 542197
Mrs Hilary Mylius,   St Fort Farm, Newport                         07580480708
Mrs Janet Rule,   Carse Vista, Main St., The Gauldry     01382 330854
Mrs Celia Wilkie  23 Reform Street, Tayport       01382552200   

Vestry Sec/Treasurer  Mrs Betty Evans, 
Organists     Mrs Judith Wilkes and Mrs Ruth Ingram
Altar Guild                        Mesdames Marina Bailey,  Betty Evans,  Janet Rule
                                             Jane Campbell,  Doreen Williamson
PVG Officer      Mrs Jean McGuinness
Web Editors       Mrs Jean McGuinness and Mrs Betty Evans
Sunday School   Vacant
Flowers    Mrs Hilary Mylius 
Web Address  http://stmaryschurchnewportontay.org/

CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAYS
10.45 a.m Sung Eucharist  1982 Scottish Liturgy
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST: on important festivals and saints days.
      See notice boards, Sunday leaflet and website
ST SERF’S CARE HOME
WEDNESDAY 11.00 Communion [1st & 3rd wks - with occasional changes]                

SC  003380  CCLI 570663
FESTIVALS & SAINTS DAYS

15 Aug   St Mary the Virgin
24 Aug   St Bartholomew Ap
29 Aug   Beheading of John the Baptist
8 Sept Birth of St Mary
14 Sept Holy Cross Day
16 Sept St Ninian of Whithorn

21 Sept St Matthew Ap & Ev
29 Sept St Michael and All Angels
19 Oct  St Luke 
23 Oct  St James of Jerusalem, Martyr
28 Oct Sts Simon & Jude Ap. 
1 Nov  All Saints  2nd All Souls 
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http://stmaryschurchnewportontay.org
http://stmaryschurchnewportontay.org


DUNBOG JUNE 2015
Ruth and Hugh generously invited members to their  home. The energetic 

ones walked, the rest 
loafed until tea time!
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ST MARY’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

EVENSONG
with  Hymns

EVE OF                
ST  BARTHOLOMEW

23rd  AUGUST
4.00  p .m

f d g d f

Please join us to sing 
Psalms and Canticles

in the Office of Evening Prayer 
from the Scottish Prayer Book 

SC 003380


