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COMFORT AND JOY!
I write this only a couple of days after the appalling - nay atrocious - 
act of barbarism in Peshawar, Pakistan  - graphic images were shown 
as the BBC reporter Mishal Hussein wandered through the devastated 
school where children and teachers had been massacred.  Only days 
before we heard of the hostage taking in Sydney, Australia and one 
might wonder who will be next?   Food banks in Britain are on the 
increase it is reported, mostly it is said because of the slowness of 
benefits being paid much of the time particularly when people lose 
their jobs  - also because of many people are on zero hours work - 
despite the reports from the government that there are more people in 
work today.  So it is for sure that many people not only in this country 
but throughout the world who are feeling far from joyful as Christmas 
draws near. 

On Gaudete Sunday (the third in Advent) the reading was from Isaiah 
[61:1-4;8-11] who writes of God sending his prophet to bring 
encouragement to the exiled and oppressed.  He states that the spirit of 
the Lord God is upon God’s servant - the spirit being strongly 
emphasized in the Exilic and Post-Exilic writings – and from this 
passage we can see why St Luke [Luke 4:16-21] used the idea when 
writing of Jesus taking the scroll in the synagogue, reading this 
passage and declaring that the scripture had been fulfilled in him.

The Isaiah reading is also about God’s faithfulness and blessing, and it 
reminds the reader about the importance of justice.  But we are also 
reminded about God’s covenant – and turning back a few chapters in 
Isaiah we hear again of Noah, when God covenanted that water would 
never cover the whole earth but importantly, most importantly, God 
swore than he would not be angry with us again – but that his steadfast 
love shall not depart from his people and his covenant of peace shall 
not be removed. [Is 54:9-11]

Thus it is so important to remember that God wants to save us – he did 
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this by his Son – the Messiah, this anointed person we are awaiting  - 
yet who has come.  This is what we celebrate on the Feast of the 
Incarnation - Christ’s Mass.

The Gospel on Christmas morning is from St 
John, the Gospel of Light as it is often known - 
“What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
over come it”.  But there is darkness in so many 
parts of the world with all the horrors we behold 
hour by hour so the importance is to remain 
faithful, trusting in the Light.  Very often it is 
those who suffer the most who seem to be able 
to hold to their faith and trust God implicitly – it is though Jesus’ light 
shines more so in their hearts and souls at the most brutal times - and 
this is regardless of whether those suffering are Moslem or Jew, or of 
no faith at all - that God is with them - God with us, Emmanuel. 

I think we have to believe that Jesus cannot be put down and his Love 
and Peace continue to break into the dark world - a world that seems 
to turn its back on God  - and perhaps think that God is unnecessary.

Isaiah also reminds us that growth in the garden continues, despite 
what we do, and so God will continue to “cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all nations”. In South Africa the fynbos, the 
natural vegetation, especially in the Western Cape, survives if there is 
fire. The fire may appear to be devastating, and the land blackened and 
finished, but fire cracks the hard exterior of the seed and new life 
abounds - and thus so with the anointing of the Spirit - the fire of the 
loving God.

So as we get closer to Christmas – let us pray for those who will find it 
very difficult to rejoice – and particularly hold in your hearts those are 
experiencing untold suffering – but remember that Light which came 
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into the world to give us light – and it is in that Light we should be 
walking with joy and thanksgiving – accepting God’s infinite love, 
forgiveness and his everlasting Covenant that we shall not be 
overcome.         

I wish you all a blessed and joy-filled Christmas, and Peace in 2015.
Denise
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WE SHALL NOT BE OVER COME

“ in this last word (Jesus) says with complete assurance - 
and he means us all --”You will not be overcome”.  

All this trusting in the real comfort is meant to be taken 
generally, for it applies to all my fellow Christians, 

as I have said before. It is God’s will.

This word, “You will not be overcome” was said very distinctly 
and firmly to give us confidence and comfort for whatever 

troubles may come.  
He did not say,”You will never have a rough passage, 

you will never be over-strained, 
you will never feel uncomfortable”, 

but he did say “You will never be overcome”.  
God wants us to pay attention to these words, 

so as to trust him always with strong confidence, 
through thick and thin.

For he loves us, and delights in us, 
so he wills that we should love and delight in him in return, 

and trust him with all our strength.  
So all well be well”.

Julian of Norwich
Revelations of Divine Love   ~  Revelation 68



CHRISTMAS IN SCOTLAND
Christmas has not always been 
the commercialised, indulgent 
occasion which it is now, when 
people spend vast amounts of 
money which they do not have, 
on gifts for their friends and 
family, and the rest of the year 
paying for it.  Although I seem to 
remember something about three 
men bringing gifts to a newborn 
child quite a number of years 
ago!

It all started with the pagans, 
prior to Christianity, who would 
celebrate the winter solstice 
around 21/22 December.  It was a 
chance to brighten the dark days 
of winter, and they also hoped it 
would appease the gods to allow 
the sun to return.  It is thought 
that they introduced the Yule 
Log, which was a whole tree 
trunk .This would be put  on the 
fire and set alight using  the end  
of the previous year’s log which 
had been kept. It was gradually 
pushed into the fire as it burned 
down, and would last for the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. I 
can’t imagine nowadays anyone 
sitting with a tree trunk sticking 
out of their fire!!

When Roman Catholicism 
became established in Scotland 
around the 6th Century, these 
pagan traditions became mixed 
up with Christian traditions, and 
some of these are still around 
today. Christmas in Scotland was 
known as Yule, which is an Old 
Norse word for winter solstice 
festivities.

However, in Scotland, Christmas 
was banned altogether for around 
400 years, thanks to the 
Reformation and John Knox. In 
1560, he decreed against the 
observance of Christmas. Being a 
celebration of Christ’s Mass, this 
smacked of Roman Catholicism, 
which had been abolished and so 
it was just an ordinary working 
day.  And anyway, there was no 
mention of it in the Bible, and 
who is to say He was born on 
25th December in any case? This 
actually seems unlikely as 
shepherds are not likely to be out 
in the fields with their flocks at 
that time of year,  nor would it be 
a suitable time of year to have a 
census.  Knox did however allow 
the keeping of Hogmanay, to 
celebrate new life, and this was a 
public holiday in Scotland.
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Many people defied this ban, especially the Roman Catholics, (and 
presumably the Piskies!), and suffered the 
consequences, receiving fines or even prison 
sentences. In Glasgow in 1583, five men were 
brought before the Kirk Session and ordered 
to make public repentance for “keeping 
Yule”. The baking and eating of mincemeat 
pies was banned, and so they were made 
smaller in order that they might be better 
hidden from the authorities!

The Victorians of course went some way to 
restoring the Christmas celebrations, and Prince Albert introduced the 
Christmas tree in 1841, but in Scotland Christmas Day was not 
officially declared a holiday until 1958. After that, of course, we now 
have Christmas Day AND New Year’s Day as holidays, bringing back 
the idea of Yule tide festivities – and seeming to forget the Christian 
meaning of Christmas.

In some areas of Scotland, however, Christmas is still not officially 
celebrated. Patrick Wright, writing in The Independent Magazine , as 
recently as 1991, said “  ...... trouble broke out only a couple of years 
ago on Waternish, one of the finger-like northern promontories of the 
Isle of Skye, where an innocent Canadian exchange teacher made the 
mistake of bringing a Christmas tree into her classroom. James 
Tallach, the Free Presbyterian minister on the nearby island of Raasay, 
says of the controversy that followed: ‘She meant well, but she hit the 
cliff-face travelling at 100 miles an hour.’”

Incidentally, one of the many thoughts on the origin of the name 
Hogmanay is from the French “Homme est né”. I wonder if John 
Knox knew that?

Betty Evans

7



8

ST MARY’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Newport~on~Tay
SC 003380

CRIB SERVICE
for children

(with parents/grandparents)
we shall also decorate the tree 

Wednesday
24th December

at
3.00 p.m

If you can please bring 
a favourite 
or new toy 

to give to needy children



The Twelve Days AFTER Christmas
By Frederick Silver 

(not sung to the original tune)

The first day after Christmas, my true love and I had a fight
And so I chopped the pear tree down and burned it just for spite

Then with a single cartridge, I shot that blasted partridge
my true love, my true love, my true love gave to me

The second day after Christmas, I pulled on the old rubber gloves
and very gently wrung the necks of both the turtle doves

My true love, my true love, my true love gave to me

The third day after Christmas, my Mother caught the croup
I had to use the three French Hens to make some chicken soup

The four calling birds were a big mistake for their language was 
obscene

The five golden rings were completely fake and they turned my fingers 
green

The sixth day after Christmas, the six laying geese wouldn't lay
So I gave away the lot of them to the R.S.P.C.A

On the seventh day, what a mess I found
all seven of the swimming swans had drowned

My true love, my true love, my true love gave to me

The eighth day after Christmas, before they could suspect
I bundled up the eight maids a milking, nine pipers piping, 
ten ladies dancing, eleven lords a leaping, twelve drummers 

drumming, and sent them back collect
I wrote my true love, "We are through, love! "

And I said in so many words,
" Furthermore your Christmas gifts were for the birds! "

[submitted by Betty Evans]
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The Angels for the 
Nativity of our Lord

Run, shepherds, run, where Bethlem blest 
appears,
We bring the best of news, be not dismayed,
A Saviour there is born more old than years,
Amidst heaven’s rolling heights this earth 
who stayed.

In a poor cottage inned, a virgin maid
A weakling did him bear, who all upbears;
There is he, poorly swaddled, in manger laid,
To whom too narrow swaddlings are our spheres;
Run, shepherds run, and solemnize his birth,
This is that night -  no, day, grown great 
with bliss,
In which the power of Satan broken is;
In heaven be glory, peace unto the earth!
  Thus singing, through the air the angels          
 swam,
  And cope of stars re-echoèd the same.

William Drummond of Hawthornden
1585-1649

- 0-

All from Mangled English by Gervase Phinn
From Yorkshire: A lady had asked for the inscription “She was thine” to be 
carved on her headstone. Unfortunately, the apprentice stonemason given the 
task omitted the letter “e” from “thine” with the result that the inscription 
read: “She was thin.” The stonemason, alerted to this error, duly told the 
apprentice to add the “e”. It then read: “Eee, she was thin.”

Submitted by Frances Headley
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CHURCH OFFICIALS

Rector    Revd Denise Herbert, 43 Bridieswell Gdns, Gauldry   01382 330411
Lay Rep.  Mrs Jean McGuiness, 39 Queen Street, Newport         01382 541734
Alt. Lay Rep  Vacant
Vestry Members
Mr David Brex,   3 Beach Road, Wormit,        01382 782502
Mrs Jane Campbell,   28 Linden Ave Newport                       01382 542343
Mrs Ann Marshall  93 Tay Street, Newport on Tay       01382 542197
Mrs Hilary Mylius,   St Fort Farm, Newport                         07580480708
Mrs Janet Rule,   Carse Vista, Main St., The Gauldry     01382 330854
Mrs Celia Wilkie  23 Reform Street, Tayport       01382552200   

Vestry Sec/Treasurer  Mrs Betty Evans, 
Fabric    David Brex, Ann Marshall, Celia Wilkie 
Organists     Mrs Judith Wilkes and Mrs Ruth Ingram
Altar Guild                        Mesdames Marina Bailey,  Betty Evans,  Janet Rule
                                             Jane Campbell,  Doreen Williamson
PVG Officer      Mrs Jean McGuinness
Web Editors       Mrs Jean McGuinness and Mrs Betty Evans
Sunday School   Vacant
Flowers    Mrs Hilary Mylius 
Web Address  http://stmaryschurchnewportontay.org/

CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAYS
10.45 a.m Sung Eucharist  1982 Scottish Liturgy
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST: on important festivals and saints days.
      See notice boards, Sunday leaflet and website
ST SERF’S CARE HOME
WEDNESDAY 11.00 Communion [1st & 3rd wks - with occasional changes]                

SC  003380  CCLI 570663
FESTIVALS & SAINTS DAYS

 
26 Dec St Stephen
27 Dec St John the Evangelist
29 Dec Holy Innocents
1 Jan Naming of Jesus
6 Jan Epiphany

11 Jan St Kentigern (or Mungo)
18 Jan St Peter
26 Jan St Paul
1 Feb Septuagesima 
2 Feb The Presentation of the Lord
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ST MARY’S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

NEWPORT~ON~TAY
SC 003380
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Creator of the Stars 
of Night

a
SERVICE OF CAROLS

Journeying to Christmas
using Song, Scripture and Poetry

 in a Candlelit Church

Sunday 21st December
at

3.00 p.m
Refreshments in the Hall afterwards

Come aside for a while to ponder the Christmas Miracle


