ST MARY’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
NEWPORT ON TAY

EASTER 2015

Services for Holy Week and
Easter
Palm Sunday 29th March
10.45!!
Procession & Sung Eucharist: reading
of the Passion according to St Mark
Holy Tuesday 31st March 19.00
!
!
!
!
Meditation followed by Compline
Holy Wednesday 1st April 11.00
Holy Eucharist at St Serf"s Care Home # all welcome
Maundy Thursday 2nd April 19.00!!
Commemoration of the Last Supper with washing of feet$
Procession to the Altar of Repose and stripping of the altar$
Vigil at the Garden$
Good Friday 3rd April !
%&$oo to %'$'( ! !
Silent prayer in church
%'$'( to %)$((! !
Good Friday Liturgy with Holy
!
!
!
!
Communion and Address$
%*$'(!
!
Tenebrae +Ecumenical service,
Holy Saturday!4th April
(*$((!
!
!
Morning Prayer -said.
Easter Day 5th April
%($/) Easter Vigil with Lighting of the
New Fire0 the Paschal Candle0 !
A1rmation of Baptismal Promises$ !
Sung Eucharist$
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DARING TO BE DIFFERENT
FOR CHRIST
Jesus" Way is a path that will lead us to freedom0
the radical freedom that enables us to participate
in God"s Great Work of Art #
freely0 spontaneously0 creatively and together
+Albert Nolan,

During Lent we have been looking at the ways we Dare to be
Different, Do the Preposterous and Carry out the Demands and
the final sermon on this theme will be on Lent 5 when Nicola
Montgomery, who has preached a couple of times at St Mary’s, will
speak on Let go and Live. It will be a delightful change to hear Nicola
who is very thorough in her preparation and has interesting insights
into the subject. She has a Masters degree in Theology and is a
member of the Church of Scotland. During the Easter Triduum (i.e.
Maundy Thursday through to Easter Day) I shall be trying to look at
God’s Will interlaced with the usual themes of Christ’s self-giving
love, forgiveness and the joy of ‘love’s redeeming work is done’.
As I write in the week after Lent 2 I have been a little saddened by the
quite low church attendance so far in Lent. This should be a time of
endeavour - rather than giving up the usual chocolate or cake regime it would be good to consider ‘taking on’. Now of course I do not
know the secrets of people’s hearts and commitment and it is possible
that many have taken on a longer prayer time, reading a spiritual book,
doing some act of service, giving away more money and so on. So I
will leave this to each person’s conscience. However, I am concerned
that when I first came to St Mary’s 5+ years ago we had about 12 to 15
attending the Eucharist on Sunday - delightfully the number rose to
about 20 to 24 after about 3 years, and had I left then, as was the
original expectation, I would have patted myself on my back and
thought how good that was - and also no property concerns! However
pride before a fall - we definitely have property concerns which go on
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and on,
and our Sunday
attendance
numbers
have
dropped back quite considerably.
This is partly because of death
and also people have moved
away. We have had a few new
members and happily at least two
couples have not given up and
gone elsewhere! We have a few
people on the Church Roll who
do not attend at all, it seems. So
with all this in mind, we do need
to ask ourselves how we can
grow and develop both in church
attendance, commitment day by
day in serving God by prayer and
deed, and perhaps by considering
our priorities. For many people
these days ‘regular’ attendance
means once or maybe twice a
month, rather than weekly. I
have tried to have a weekday
Eucharist but many times no-one
has come. Last year in Holy
Week there were two services
(on Tuesday and Wednesday) for
a time of prayer and reflection no-one came to either. However,
to be more upbeat the Friday
study group has continued all
year and we did have two people
who went for a pilgrimage/retreat
to Iona last summer, and we are
planning a similar one to The

Franciscan Friary at Alnmouth
this summer.
So I am not admonishing, I am
reflecting, as it would be very
interesting to know where people
are on their spiritual journey maybe I should be coming round
and questioning, but suspect that
would put people into a spin.
However, if people do want to
reflect on their spiritual journey
with me I should be only too glad
to listen and perhaps help if need
be.
Worshipping God
We all have different ways of
worshipping God and there will
be those who feel they can
worship God just as easily in the
countryside, and that can be true.
The point of Church is to come
together
as
a
Christian
community, to support one
another in prayer and deed, and
of course to worship God as a
community of mutual care and
love. And in a way this happens,
as I think the people of St Mary’s
are community minded, and do
care for one another - we are a
small enough community to be
able to do this - but it does seem
that so many other things take
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Shrove Tuesday
Having said all this, fourteen of
us had a great evening at the Brig
o Tay again on Shrove Tuesday,
and have already booked a
Midsummer Eve supper on
Tuesday 23rd June. Please put in
your diaries now!

people away on Sundays!
Perhaps one of the interesting
things about the St Mary’s
congregation is that we have
only 3 single women as members
- all widows.
How many
churches over the years have
been supported by the spinster
and the widow - who come
faithfully and quite possibly
because they have the time, the
loneliness,
the
need
for
community?
Over the many
years of being on my own
Church has been an invaluable
place to find the sense of
community, friendship - and even
both my husbands! But also
teaching, growth in spiritual life
and trying to be a far better
disciple of Christ.
Church
should be a place to help us in
our Christian formation and
spiritual growth. So I wonder if
all of you whether you come to
church or not - whether you
come regularly or not - would
Dare to be Different
this year, and swell the
attendance in Holy Week and
over the Easter Triduum - come
and worship and discover that
joy of being together in Christ’s
name.

Property
I mentioned property earlier in
this piece - there is little to report
except that Vestry is working
very
hard
on
preparing
documents
and
gathering
information for the two Diocesan
Committees - the Building
Committee and the Admin.
Board. As the two Conveners
tell us we are ‘still in the
process’ of deciding what will be
done with the Rectory and Hall,
and what we would do, if we had
neither, to provide toilet facilities
and a meeting and ‘office’ space.
Mission Action Plan
Vestry will be working on
updating this and looking at
taking on one or two different
Marks of Mission. There will be
more about this I hope in the next
magazine which will come out
around Pentecost.
5

Rector coming or going?
Goal posts get moved now and again it seems and Bishop David has
invited me to stay on at St Mary’s now until the end of the summer. It
was going to be Trinity Sunday. This should be a help to St Mary’s in
that Sundays will be covered over the summer when it is always very
difficult to find a Priest - also there are still quite a number of
vacancies in the Diocese at the moment and no doubt Bishop David
will hope to get them filled in due course.
Easter Communions
I write every year that Piskies are called to receive Communion at
least at Easter to be full members of the Church. If you are
housebound or in hospital please contact me as I am very willing to
bring you Communion - not just at Easter - but any time. Also if you
are in need of healing in body, mind or spirit, please consider the
Sacrament of Anointing. If you are not sure about any of this please
speak to me so I can visit and discuss it with you.
Continuing the Journey
I hope I haven’t sounded too full of gloom
and doom - St Mary’s is a lovely church,
with a sense of the numinous about it, the
flower people do a wonderful job
particularly at the great festivals - so do
come and admire and say a wee prayer
whilst in the Church. The doors will be
open all day as soon as the clocks go
forward and we will continue to worship
God and remember that Jesus’ Way is a path
that leads us to freedom. So do come and
join us this Easter.
Grace and peace to you all!

!

!
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Denise

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A GHOST?
It was my privilege to experience
such a visitation some 50 years ago,

WE WERE at that time living in a small village in Kent - it was set in
cherry tree orchards; Henry VIII had apparently tasted the fruit in
France, and had ordered that it should be grown in England.
In the middle of one of these was a desolate, abandoned Elizabethan
manor house, which until the 1920s had belonged to a colonel and his
wife, who acted kindly and benevolently to the village people and
their children, holding fetes and garden parties for many years.
However, after the death of her husband, the lady became more and
more withdrawn, finally taking poison, and her body was not
discovered for some time.
Many years later, my husband and I often
walked with our dog in the grounds and
abandoned garden where there were old
graves of the family’s dead animals.
However, this spring evening - goodness
knows why - we rapped on the front door.
In a moment the window above the door was
illuminated by a dull orange glow, with smoky
whorls running through it – a light that was very
much not of this world. I don’t remember much
about the next few minutes, just that we were
running through the orchard – I could see the
daffodils growing in the grass.
We couldn’t speak until we had reached home
safely and we both agreed that the experience
had shaken us. It wasn’t a malign presence but
it was enough to unsettle us and take to our heels.
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For those of you reading this who could think of any reasonable
explanation, remember Shakespeare’s words in Hamlet: “There are
more things in heaven and earth…”
Postscript
The house has been long since demolished, and a village primary
school and housing estate has been built on the land.
I sometimes wonder if the lonely, sad widow, who was so kind to the
children in life, may have found peace at last in their daily presence.
Frances Headley

!

Anagrams
The answers all relate to the original word 2
test your wits # answers at the back of the mag$

PRESBYTERIAN
ELECTION RESULTS
DESPERATION
A DECIMAL POINT
THE EYES
THE EARTHQUAKES
THE MORSE CODE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO
DORMITORY
MOTHER-IN-LAW
SLOT MACHINES
Submitted by Betty Evans
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IMAGE OF GOD?
God said unto Moses: I Am that I Am
How do we ‘see’ God - what image of
God do any of us have? For some - I
regret to say - he is the big man up
there - and over the years people have
said to me could I pray to him for one
reason or another - such as not raining
on a wedding day! I wonder if any
who hear my sermons have noticed
that I try very hard not to say ‘him’ or
‘he’ to get away from the masculine
image of the old man with the beard
seated on a throne in the clouds of ‘heaven’, so often portrayed in
medieval art. For God Is - or as in the Book of Exodus ‘I Am’. And
also has been called The Alpha and the Omega - which is what is
inscribed on the Paschal Candle at the Easter Vigil - ‘the beginning
and the end, the first and the last’1. This, of course, is referring more
to the second Person of the Trinity. Both Anselm of Canterbury and
Julian of Norwich have referred to Jesus as Mother. ‘Jesus as a
mother you gather your people to you, you are gentle with us as a
mother with her children.’ - writes Anselm.
We can only have an idea of God - a tiny glimpse - by looking at
Jesus. We need to go back to the Fourth Gospel which starts with who
Jesus is – He is the Word made flesh – he is the Light - he is the
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace – and thus it continues
in the first chapter. John the Evangelist is demonstrating who Jesus is,
through his words and searching the Old Testament. It is John the
Baptist who is points to Jesus and says - ‘Here is the Lamb of God’.

1

Rev 22:13
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Jesus being revealed but who much later in the Gospel, according to
the Evangelist, is slaughtered as the Passover Lamb. And the
Evangelist continues the narrative, for on the
next day Jesus sees Philip and calls him to
follow him, and Philip then finds Nathaniel
who declares that Jesus is indeed the Son of
God. John the Evangelist has so much
imagery in the Gospel it is hardly
chronological and not necessarily a hundred
percent verbatim report of events but
nonetheless does give us a high Christological
picture of Jesus.
There have been many books in the last century published about the
Historical Jesus and in more recent years, including Dan Brown,
writers have tried to marry Jesus off to Mary Magdalene! Someone at
our study group said the other day did it matter, surely Jesus as a man
would have had all the sexual inclinations of a male and would have
wanted a wife and children. Maybe so but it is difficult to link this
idea with his very short ministry which was probably about two years,
and also the amount of time he spent on the mountain at night praying!
We know nothing of what is called the ‘hidden years’ from the time in
Luke’s Gospel when we have the story of the adolescent Jesus in the
Temple talking to the teachers until he is seen coming towards John
the Baptist at the Jordan and is baptised and then immediately goes
into the Wilderness to learn God’s will for him. He may have had a
special concern for Mary Magdalene, even possibly a deep love for
her, but we are also told that the disciple whom Jesus loved leant on
his chest at the last supper. It is also quite likely that Jesus’ concern
for children demonstrated his own fatherly instincts as he watched
them play and quite probably joined them in their games. Also we
have but to look at Jesus’ attitude towards women, he was inclusive as
much as he could be, we are told that a few followed Jesus and his
disciples and provided for their needs. When pondering the Last
Supper I cannot help feeling that the women were there in the
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background, probably listening to his teaching and watching as he
washed the disciples feet. Having attended many Jewish ceremonies,
when I was a midwife, there were times when the women had to
remain at the side as the men gathered around the baby about to be
circumcised.
We have to be careful that we don’t indulge in conjecture too much,
but carefully reading the Gospels we can see Jesus had a very open
attitude towards women, after all he sat at the Well conversing with
the Samaritan women and, it would
seem, quite at ease. But all of this was
about his mission - about the Kingdom
of God and showing us God whom he
called Father. The Kingdom of God is
about love and loving - a love that
could be passionate, love of mutual
concern and care and not exploitative.
In her very interesting book The Hidden Face of Jesus, Margaret
Magdalen CSMV - an Anglican Nun - reflects on the emotional life of
Christ and writes “In the Kingdom, wounds would be healed rather
than inflicted; true communication would lead to communion; fears
would be banished and replaced by trust; all would be reverenced and
accorded true worth; sex and sexuality would be channelled rightly
and joyfully; the ache for wholeness, completion and consummation
would find its fullest satisfaction - but always through mutual love and
respect. This was the Kingdom Jesus believe he had come to
inaugurate and incarnate within himself in his own relationships.” 2
Jesus was a Galilean peasant and a Jew, the son of a carpenter, or
jobbing builder - to start with Jesus might have chosen specific men to
work with him, very quickly it seemed he had women followers and
2

Margaret Magdalen: The Hidden Face of Jesus. (Darton, Longman and
Todd 1994) p 153
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we have but to look at the apostles to see what a motley crew they
were.
If we look carefully at Jesus’ life he was revolutionary – he dined with
tax gatherers and sinners, yet he came alongside those who were
impoverished, outcast, and despised because of their illness or
disability. Yet he also had good conversations with the Scribes and
Pharisees - he allowed a sinful woman to anoint his feet. So Jesus’
revolution was not political but social - and it was a social revolution
which was calling out for a spiritual conversion.
Fr Albert Nolan in his book Jesus Today, a Spirituality of Radical
Freedom describes this as ‘turning the world upside down’, though he
would prefer to say that Jesus was turning the world right side up!
Jesus was trying to say get rid of a world filled with distortions and
illusions, get rid of ego, pride, envy, self-centredness, self-importance,
lovelessness and isolation from one another.3 The world the right-side
up is God’s world which to most of us might look impractical and
ungovernable and it is revolutionary. It is a social revolution that
‘turns the social relations between people in a society upside down.’ 4
So Jesus’ challenge is to participate in God’s work as he did. God
enters the picture in order to help us do what is our work - and we
need to pray for God’s grace to get on with this work. The Sermon on
the Mount is a good starting point.
As I mentioned earlier Jesus endlessly went to the quiet place to pray,
most often to the mountain. He was engaging with his Father, whom
he called Abba. This does not mean Daddy as so often people will say
- but it means a closely bonded relationship of love - in which God 3

Albert Nolan. Jesus Today: A Spirituality of Radical Freedom. (Orbis
Books, New York.2006) p 61
4 ibid p 50. Nolan states a political revolution is one that changes the power
relations in a society by overthrowing one government and replacing it with
another.
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the Father - God the Mother if you will - sets his beloved child free to
get on and do the work - but with this deep and mystical relationship a relationship of trust which does not mean clinging to God as a
completely useless and helpless being, but knowing that God loves us
to infinitely that God sets us free to be ourselves - and in this freedom
we in turn surrender ourselves and our lives to God.
Recently I talked about the ‘Image of God’ in a sermon and it is
interesting to see how theologians throughout the ages came to reason
this business of our being made in God’s image – which really has
very little reference in the scripture, Old or New.
I has only been in relatively recent years that theologians have come
to the conclusion what humanity being in the image of God really
means – and one G.C. Berkouwer, a 20th C Dutch theologian
‘suggests that the analogy between humans and God is neither an
analogy of being nor of relationship but that we image God in our love
for others.’5
So I pondered Psalm 139 which has wonderful imagery of how God
knows us so intimately and suggests that it is not us clinging to God
but allowing God to enfold us lovingly - to hold us as infinitely
precious and remembering and believing that we are forgiven as we
must forgive. As we say each time we recite the Lord’s prayer.
As followers of Christ we have a duty to pray and we have a duty to
show the Kingdom of God is here and now - as it is also to come.
Caring for the poor and outcast is not sentiment - it is action - and it is
also prayer - prayer for them - and prayer for ourselves - surrendering
ourselves to God with a open hands and following in the steps of
Jesus. It perhaps in these troubled times it would be a very good idea
to keep in your intercessory prayer other religions – not least the Jews
5

Philip Sheldrake Ed. The New SCM Dictionary of Christian Spirituality.
(SCM Press, London, 2005) p 362
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and Moslems and particularly for peace, justice and harmony.
As I write this, Lent has not reached the halfway mark yet which gives
us an opportunity to take stock of how we imagine God and how we
imagine God sees us? Take time to ponder the Gospel, slowly reading
the stories of Jesus, but particularly the Last
Supper, that great act of loving servant-hood
by God the Son. Then on Good Friday stand
at the foot of the Cross and really try to put
your heart and soul into imagining what it
was like - stand with Mary Jesus’ mother,
Mary Magdalene who loved him much and
quite possibly Jesus loved in a special way
but did not fulfill - and John his beloved
disciple - watch while his dead body is taken
from the Cross and laid in the tomb, the
silent women not part of the little funeral
procession but noting where he was laid.
Then be in the stillness of Holy Saturday Jesus dead - no doubt abject grief as people
retold their stories of this wonderful man. Then
dance with joy on Easter Day because then we
hear the triumphal shout “He is Risen” - and
that is what it is all about. Christ yesterday,
today and forever” Risen and Glorified and
who loves us so much that he was prepared to
die for us. And by the Cross, remember that
we are forgiven.
!

!

!

!

And that is something monumental.
D.H
14

Tenebrae
GOOD FRIDAY
7.30 pm

A service with
readings, hymns &
prayer ~ as candles
are slowly
extinguished
reminding us of
Christ as he is
laid in the tomb
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OF ORGANISTS AND EARTHQUAKES:
A Book Review
An organist named Katherine Dienes-Williams had begun to play the
Herbert Howells Voluntary to a doubtless rapt audience in Wellington
Cathedral, NZ. In her own words: “As I continued to perform, I
thought I was getting very emotionally involved as I seemed to be
swaying to and fro - only to hear shortly after the Dean shout ‘get to
the sides’ as the procession was walking out and a 6.5 earthquake
rolled through the building.
“Well, hang the voluntary, I was out of that console space quicksmart."
This is an excerpt from a very entertaining book called ORGANISMS - Anecdotes From The world of the King of Instruments, by
Jenny Setchell, with a foreword by Dame Gillian Weir.
Frances Headley

BIRTHDAYS

QUIZZ ANSWERS

In view of the fact that so
many of the congregation
have had birthdays recently,
I thought I would share this
gem:

Birthdays are good
for you, the more
you have, the longer
you live!
Congrats to Dorothy Lemon
on a special birthday in Feb!

PRESBYTERIAN: BEST IN PRAYER
DESPERATION: A ROPE ENDS IT
THE EYES: THEY SEE
THE MORSE CODE: HERE COME DOTS
DORMITORY: DIRTY ROOM
SLOT MACHINES: CASH LOST IN ME
ELECTION RESULTS: LIES: LET’S RECOUNT
A DECIMAL POINT: I’M A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES: THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: TWELVE PLUS ONE
MOTHER-IN-LAW: WOMAN HITLER

B.E.
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NEWPORT NIFTY KNITTERS
The knitting group goes from
strength to strength, and we are
delighted that so many people
donate to the group. Everyone has
their preferred items to knit, which
is great, because that means we have
a variety of goods to pass on to
charities.
Other people are so
generous in donating wool to the
group, so that we rarely need to buy
any, unless for a special project. At
the end of last year, someone
donated four massive heavy bin
bags full of coned yarn – all colours.
Mairi had it stored at her house for a
while, sitting on her dining room
chairs, and her husband eventually
said it would have to be moved to
make room for their dinner guests!

Blankets, knitted or crocheted, are
sent sometimes to Romania, and the
larger ones to the Salvation Army in
Dundee.
We had had a request from The
Raphael Centre in South Africa, for
black school jumpers, so we
diligently knitted 2 kilos worth
(maximum parcel size for posting,
10 jumpers), then had a few more
handed in. Denise took them with
her when she went to South Africa
recently along with a few colourful
jumpers and took some photos. The
Principal of the pre-school where
the jumpers were going then asked
for another 72!! We decided that
was over and above what we could
ask our knitters to do (knitting with
black wool on a dark winter evening
is not easy!) so we sent them a
donation instead and they were able
to buy a further 22 jumpers.Our
thanks go to all our knitters, those
who donate wool, and those who
donate money to the group.

Some people are happy to knit 8”
squares for us, and they are bundled
up and sent to KasCare in
Johannesburg, where they have
willing hands to sew them into
colourful blankets for children. To
date, we have sent them over 2000
squares!

After Easter, the group will be
changing the location of our
monthly meeting, which will now
be in St Mary’s Hall. So if (when!)
you see the shelves fill up with
boxes of wool and knitted items,
you will know whose they are!

Little jackets and hats for premature
babies are taken over to Ninewells
Hospital where the staff are
delighted to receive them. The only
stipulation they have is that they are
not ‘holey’ in case little fingers
become trapped.

Betty Evans
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CHURCH OFFICIALS
Rector
Revd Denise Herbert, 43 Bridieswell Gdns, Gauldry 01382 330411
Lay Rep.
Mrs Jean McGuiness, 39 Queen Street, Newport
01382 541734
Alt. Lay Rep Vacant
Vestry Members
Mr David Brex,
3 Beach Road, Wormit,
01382 782502
Mrs Jane Campbell,
28 Linden Ave Newport
01382 542343
Mrs Ann Marshall
93 Tay Street, Newport on Tay
01382 542197
Mrs Hilary Mylius,
St Fort Farm, Newport
07580480708
Mrs Janet Rule,
Carse Vista, Main St., The Gauldry 01382 330854
Mrs Celia Wilkie
23 Reform Street, Tayport
01382552200
Vestry Sec/Treasurer
Fabric
Organists
Altar Guild

Mrs Betty Evans,
David Brex, Ann Marshall, Celia Wilkie
Mrs Judith Wilkes and Mrs Ruth Ingram
Mesdames Marina Bailey, Betty Evans, Janet Rule
Jane Campbell, Doreen Williamson
PVG Officer
Mrs Jean McGuinness
Web Editors
Mrs Jean McGuinness and Mrs Betty Evans
Sunday School
Vacant
Flowers
Mrs Hilary Mylius
Web Address http://stmaryschurchnewportontay.org/

CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAYS
10.45 a.m Sung Eucharist ! 1982 Scottish Liturgy
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST: on important festivals and saints days.
See notice boards, Sunday leaflet and website
ST SERF’S CARE HOME
WEDNESDAY 11.00 Communion [1st & 3rd wks - with occasional changes]
SC 003380 CCLI 570663

FESTIVALS & SAINTS DAYS
17 Mar!
St Patrick
19 Mar ! St Joseph of Nazareth
25 Mar! The Annunciation of the Lord
2 April! Maundy Thursday
3 April! Good Friday
5 April! Easter Day

25 April!St Mark Evang.
1 May! Sts Philip and James
14 May! Ascension Day
15 May! St Matthias
24 May! Pentecost
31 May! Trinity Sunday
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GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
http://www.raphaelcentre.co.za

Sakhingomso Pre-school with
Nifty Knitters Jumpers

Holy Cross
School Art
class!

Denise with Pheliswa and
Liyema
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S T M A RY ’ S
E P I S C O PA L C H U R C H

EVENSONG
with Hymns

MOTHERING
S U N D AY
15th MARCH
3.30 p.m
fdgdf

Please join us to sing
Psalms and Canticles
in the Office of Evening Prayer
from the Scottish Prayer Book
SC 003380
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